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Locust Attacks May Cause Food Security 

Crisis in Pakistan 

Pakistan is facing its worst locust infestation 
in more than 25 years. The crop-eating 

grasshopper, which entered Pakistan in June 
last year, attacked Iran and then spread to 
some Indian districts along Cholistan — has 

already struck a large area of the country, 
especially its south-western districts, in 

recent months, ravaging cotton and food 
crops. Locust swarms can potentially 
threaten our food security and economy if 

left uncontrolled. Farmers from Sindh and 
parts of KP have already reported significant 

crop losses caused by the outbreak. The 
national food security minister 
acknowledged the severity of the situation. 

He dubbed the eruption as “unprecedented 
and alarming” and also hinted at declaring a 
national emergency to control the threat. His 

admission that the country is just one step 
away from entering the most serious 

category of the pest attack has raised many 
an eyebrow over the authorities’ inaction 
ever since the swarm entered the country.  

The outbreak is blamed in part on climate 
change. If lower temperatures continue and 

the weather remains wet for a longer time, it 
will spread even further as a swarm leaves 
its breeding ground on the Pakistan-India 

border along Cholistan. Unless the 
government addresses the situation on an 

emergency basis, matters are unlikely to 
come under control until drier weather sets 

in — and that would be quite late. The 
outbreak has also exposed how ill-prepared 
and ill-equipped the authorities are to handle 

such emergencies. Aerial pesticide spraying 
is said to be the only effective control. But 

the government does not have any aircraft 
for spraying pesticides in areas that are 
swarming with desert locust, which 

descended on Karachi in November for the 
first time in nearly 48 years. According to 

the United Nations, the timing of pesticide 
spraying is important to stop the locust from 
damaging crops, plants and vegetation. The 

farmers from the affected areas have decried 
the inaction of the federal and provincial 

governments. The rulers must realize that 
further delay in spraying pesticide could 
multiply crop losses, especially of the 

smallholders. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) of the United Nations in a recent 
report has warned of a potentially serious 
food security crisis this year in several 

regional countries, including Pakistan, due 
to locust attacks. 
The report titled ‘Desert locust situation in 

Pakistan’ highlights migration pattern of 
desert locust in South West Asia, its current 

invasion in different countries, potential 
impact on Pakistan’s agricultural economy 
as well as the ongoing efforts of Pakistan’s 

government to contain the pest and the 
emerging scenario. 

According to the report, Pakistan and Iran in 
the Eastern Region are especially prone as 
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locust breeding is taking place in these 
areas, also due to the wet winter this year. 

“In Pakistan, 38 per cent of the area (60pc in 
Balochistan, 

25pc in 
Sindh and 
15pc in 

Punjab) are 
breeding 

grounds for 
the desert 
locust, 

whereas the entire country is under the 
threat of invasion if the desert locust is not 

contained in the breeding regions,” it says. 
Migration Pattern of Locust and Its 

Potential Impact on Agricultural 

Economy 

Swarms of locusts would be migrating to 

Pakistan in coming weeks/months from 
southern Iran, border areas of Iran-
Balochistan, Oman and East Africa. 

Damage scenarios have been estimated for 
Pakistan in case control operations are not 

fully effective in areas where major Rabi 
crops like wheat, chickpea and oilseeds 
could be severely damaged in the short term. 

It has been estimated that the losses to 
agriculture in case of a locust invasion can 

reach about Rs 205 billion, considering a 15 
percent damage level for the production of 
wheat, gram and potato only. At 25 percent 

damage level, the total potential losses are 
estimated to be about Rs 353billion for Rabi 

crops and about Rs 464 billion for Kharif 
crops. 
. This movement will continue throughout 

June. 
As a result, swarms that are not detected or 

treated in the spring areas are likely to cross 
the Indus Valley and reach the desert areas 
in Tharparkar, Nara and Cholistan in time 

for the start of the monsoon rains. This year 
the situation is aggravated as for the first 

time in many decades, there is a second 

threat of invasion by swarms in East Africa 
in late June and during July. 

 

 
Too Little, Too Late? Pakistan Struggles 

to Combat Locust Plague 

Pakistan’s farmers are struggling to combat 
the worst locust plague in nearly three 

decades as insect swarms decimate entire 
harvests in the country’s agricultural 
heartlands and send food prices soaring. 

Heavy rains and cyclones sparked 
“unprecedented” breeding and the explosive 

growth of locust populations on the Arabian 
peninsula early last year, according to the 
United Nations. 

The insects have since fanned out and 
wreaked havoc on farms from East Africa to 

India before making their way into Pakistan 
from the desert on the country’s 
southwestern border with Iran. 

The crisis is so severe that the government 
has declared a nationwide emergency and 

urgently appealed for help from the 
international community. 
Officials in southern Sindh province fear the 

infestation will devastate the supply of 
cotton, the local cash crop, ahead of its 

harvest in the coming months. 
Local surveys of the damage are continuing, 
but the Sindh Chamber of Agriculture says 

nearly half of all crops have been destroyed 
near the port city of Karachi. 

Locust Eradication Efforts in Central 

Punjab Province. 
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Local authorities had “launched a combat 
operation” to clear the area of infestation 

with pesticide sprays. 

 Clouds of the noxious gas envelop 

the nearby fields each morning, 
where villagers gather the husks of 

dead insects for an official bounty of 
20 rupees (13 cents) per kilogram 
bag. 

 Sprays twice a day in the farms, 
tractor discharging pesticide into 

rows of crops. 

 But the process is slow and time-

consuming, and by the time locusts 
are killed off in one field they have 
often already destroyed the next. 

 The pesticides used by officials are 
also dangerous for consumption, so 

even when the locusts are dead the 
remaining crops have to be 

discarded. 

 Some farmers have been forced to 

opt for more desperate solutions 
while waiting for their fields to be 
sprayed and have attempted to scare 

off the swarms by shouting and 
banging pots. 

Climate Conditions as Drivers 
The FAO’s senior locust forecaster Keith 
Cressman said that while it is difficult to 

attribute locust infestations directly to 
climate change, climate conditions are 
certainly drivers of locust population 

dynamics. 
Rain is an enabler for desert locust 

reproduction. Given the right conditions, a 
locust population can increase 20-fold every 
three months. 

In the past three years there was an increase 
in the frequency of cyclones in the Indian 

Ocean that played a role in breeding this 
current upsurge. One of the less visible 
impacts of climate change is how it will alter 

the dynamics of pest spread and 
reproduction. So, while desert locusts are an 

age-old threat, we fear something is 
changing. 

agriculture departments, more than 50 
camps [staffed by technical personnel] will 

be established in the affected areas by June 
2020. 2,800,000 liters of ultra-low volume 
pesticides will be sprayed by special aircraft. 

Farmer are gathered to spray infested fields 
in their Baluchistan districts. on their 

requests, the agriculture department has 
provided two vehicles and sprays to them. 
As spring breeding continues in the country, 

an increasing number of hoppers become 
adults and form groups, as well as swarms. 

young locusts have larger appetites 
compared to adults and can therefore cause 
greater damage. 

A method of aerial sprays will made use of 
to consume 100,000 litres of pesticide 

against locusts while 25,000 litres of  
International Support 
Pakistan is seeking help from China to 

control locust swarms. China is providing 
anti- locust spray and necessary machinery; 

China has already sent 300 tons of pesticides 
and medicines to assist in locust eradication. 
With support from the FAO, China and the 

government, a mitigation strategy is in place 
through which pesticide and spraying 

machines have been provided to farmers of 
Pakistan. The Chinese government is one of 
the biggest manufacturers of pesticide and 

has supplied it to Pakistan. the FAO has 
supplied spraying machines as well as given 

training to farmers. A team of Chinese 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1535394
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experts also visited Pakistan in March to 
assess the locust infestation. 

Chinese agro–engineers team visited 
Pakistan last month to evaluate the locust 

disaster and preemptive measures to be 
taken. Chinese technicians will train 
Pakistani staff to use the latest equipment 

provided by China for the eradication of 
locusts. A well-coordinated combat 

operation has been launched to clear the 
infestation areas with pesticide sprays 
provided by the Chinese government. 

South Korea, meanwhile, has announced it 
will donate $200,000 to help Pakistan 

respond to the locust infestation. According 
to Seoul’s embassy in Islamabad, “the 
donation will be channeled through the 

United Nations World Food Program and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization.” 

With this support, the government has 
developed a ‘National Action Plan for 
Surveillance and Control of Desert Locust in 

Pakistan’, with a mandate to safeguard 
national food security through efficient 

coordination with key stakeholders; timely 
resource mobilization; effective 
surveillance, control operations and mass 

awareness activities. 
Source: https://www.thethirdpole.net/ 

Source: https://www.thenews.com.pk/  
Pakistan is 5th Top Tobacco Producer in 

World 

Tobacco plant can be defined as wicked 
weed, yet loved by many. Human beings 

have been utilizing this golden leaf crop 
since the 15th century. It was on October 11, 
1492 when Christopher Columbus first 

sighted the home of Awarkess where he was 
offered the dried leaves of tobacco. 

(Muhammad, 1975). The use of tobacco in 
Mexico and South America reflects from 

records of 1499. Thereafter, the Portuguese 
and Spaniards took tobacco plant to other 

countries. In South Asian sub continent, the 
Portuguese are said to have introduced this 
crop in 16th century. However, the regular 

cultivation of tobacco started in the first 
decade of 17th century (Bhatti, 1992). The 

history of tobacco cultivation in this part of 
Sub-Continent is traced back to 1912 when 
some experiments were undertaken on 

Cigarettes and Cigar varieties at the 
Agricultural Research Station, Tarnab 

(Peshawar). Although the crop was 
successfully grown but lack of facilities and 
technical know-how on curing, obstructed 

its production (Muhammad, 1975). The 
production of FCV tobacco was first tried in 

lower Indus Basin, then in North-West of 
Punjab plains and finally in NWFP 
(Statistical bulletin of NWFP, 1999). There 

are two types of tobacco grown in Pakistan. 
These are Nicotiana tabacum and Nicotiana 

rustica. The area under tobacco crop in 
Pakistan was 56.4 thousands hectares in 
1999-2000 which decreased to 45.6 

thousands hectares in 2000-01 and then 
increased to 49.4 thousands hectares in the 

year 2001-02. During the years of 2002-03 
and 2003-04 the tobacco cultivation 
descended to 46.6 and 45.6 thousands 

hectares, respectively. The tobacco 
production was 107.7 thousands tones in 

1999- 2000, decreased to 85.1 thousands 
tones in 2000-01 but then increased to 94.5 
thousands tones. Then decreasing trend from 

88.2 to 86.2 thousands tones in 2002-03 and 
2003-04 (statistical survey of Pakistan, 

2000-04). The yield per hectare was 1907kg 
in 1999-2000, which decreased to 1866kg in 
the year 2000-01. This increased to 1914kg 

in 2001-02 and then decreased to 1891kg in 
2002- 03 and further decreased to 1888kg 

during 2004. (Tobacco Statistical Bulletin, 
2004). The area under tobacco crop in 

https://www.thethirdpole.net/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/
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NWFP was 35.7 thousands hectares in 1999-
2000 which decreased to 26.5 thousands 

hectares in 
2000-01 and 

then increased 
to 29.8 
thousands 

hectares in 
2001-02. District Swabi is famous for the 

production of the Flue Cured Virginia 
tobacco due to suitable agronomic and 
environmental conditions. Tobacco 

produced in district Swabi is of high quality 
and is used for the manufacturing of 

Cigarettes. According to Tobacco Statistical 
Bulletin-2005, the area under tobacco crop 
in district Swabi was 15912 hectares, 11540 

hectares, 12387 hectares, 12777 hectares 
and 12601 hectares in 1999-00, 2000-01, 

2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04, 
respectively. Tobacco is one of the major 
cash crops of Pakistan. The role of tobacco 

in Pakistan economy can be established 
from the fact that 40% of all government 

excise taxes and 10% of total government 
revenue are earned through tobacco and its 
products. According to Tobacco Statistical 

Bulletin, 2003 Pakistan has earned foreign 
exchange of Rs. 235.17 million in 1998-99 

from the export of tobacco, Cigarettes and 
Cigar. This foreign exchange increased to 
Rs.586.77 million during 2000- 2001, and 

then decreased to Rs.362.37million during 
2001-2002. (Tobacco Statistical Bulletin, 

2003). Pakistan has collected revenue of Rs. 
15507.3 million in1997-98 from the Excise 
Duty and Sales Tax on tobacco and its 

products. This revenue increased to 
Rs.22189 million during 2002-2003 

(Tobacco Statistical Bulletin, 2003). 
Pakistan is producing tobacco on wide range 
and earns a handsome amount of foreign 

exchange and Excise Duty and Sales tax. 
Pakistan has earned foreign exchange of 

Rs.362.37million during 2001-2002. 

Area under Differnt Type of Tobacco in 

Pakistan (HECTARES) 
Year Flue-

cured 
Virginia 

Dark 

air-
cure
d 

Rustic

a 

Whait

e Patta 

Burle

y 

Total 

  

2013
-14 

27413 1225 16004 4341 57 4904
0 

2014

-15 

30765 925 16822 5250 42 5380

4 
2015

-16 

29061 872 17434 5278 40 5268

5 

2016
-17 

26121 599 16609 3880 38 4724
7 

2017
-18 

24527 1367 19025 1366 47 4633
2 

  *Estimate
d 

     

 

Production of Different Types of Tobacco 

in Pakistan (MILLION KGS) 
Year FCV DAC Rustica WP Burley Total 

  

2013-
14 

90.176 4.349 18.364 16.786 0.203 129.88 

2014-
15 

79.25 2.93 24.882 12.86 0.099 120.02 

2015-
16 

72.29 2.14 29.322 11.705 0.085 115.54 

2016-

17 

64.79 1.66 25.521 7.95 0.094 100.02 

2017-
18 

68.174 3.922 30.676 3.9202 0.085 106.78 

  *Estimated           

Export of Tobacco and its Products 
Year Quantity Exported Value realized Total value 

Tob
acco 
(M.

Kgs) 

Cigar
ettes 
(M.N

os) 

Cigar
s 

Tobacco 
(M.Rs.) 

Ciga
rette
s 

(M.
Rs) 

Ciga
rs 

(M.Rs) 

  

  

2013-
14 

6.65
8 

83.96
2 

2.09 2346.1
16 

164.0
92 

- 2510.208 

2014-
15 

4.27
3 

30.40
5 

0.620 1448.0
68 

67.94
9 

1.24
2 

1517.259 

2015-
16 

3.19 34.00 2.09 1145.9
3 

82.63 5.30 1233.86 

2016-
17 

3.79
9 

42.74
6 

4.375 1550.9
31 

88.66
3 

9.55
1 

1649.145 

2017-

18 

7.29

9 

2.7 5.96 25.539 

M.US$ 

0.05 

M.US
$ 

0.15 

M.U
S$ 

25.735 

M.US$ 

Source: https://www.thenews.com.pk/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/
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Agriculture and Food Security 

 

Land and water are important natural 

resources for mankind. The demand for 
food, fiber, and shelter is increasing with the 

continuous increase in the world’s 
population. The rapid urbanization, 
continuous tillage, and greater use of fossil 

fuels, fertilizers and pesticides are polluting 
the natural resources and environment. 

Food production is mainly dependent upon 
land and water resources. More than 90 per 
cent of rice and 43 per cent of wheat in the 

world is produced and consumed in Asia. 
The rice-wheat system, one of the major 

cropping systems of the South Asia and 
parts of East Asia, requires special 
management. Due to management 

differences and traditional cultural 
cultivation practices, the productivity of the 

rice-wheat system is stagnating and its 
sustainability threatened. 
The introduction of new varieties and 

chemical fertilizers, during the green 
revolution of the 1960s, resulted in increase 

in crop yields. But, intensive cultivation, 
increased use of fertilizers, pesticides, 
conventional soil management practices, and 

improper use of irrigation water resulted in 
deterioration of land and water resources 

leading to poor crop yields. Large fertile 
areas fell prey to water logging and salinity, 
making small farmers more food insecure. 

Agriculture in Pakistan 

Agriculture is considered the mainstay of 

Pakistan’s economy. According to the 
Economic Survey of Pakistan 2001-2002, 

nearly one-fourth of total output of the GDP 
and 44 per cent of total employment is 

generated in agriculture. More than 67 per 
cent of the country’s rural population is 

directly or indirectly linked with agriculture 
for their livelihood. Whatever happens to 
agriculture is bound to affect the livelihood 

and consequently food security of the poor 
rural people. Agriculture’s share in the GDP 

has 
declined 
from 38 

per cent in 
1969-70 to 

28 per 
cent in 
2001-02. 

Decline of agriculture and shrinking 
livelihood opportunities have resulted in 

rising poverty in rural areas.  
Agriculture is an important sector, providing 
food to the fast growing population of the 

country. With a population growth rate of 
2.23 per cent, there will be a net addition of 

3.0 million people each year. According to 
United Nations Statement on Food Security 
in Pakistan, 2000, in more than 50 years 

(1948-2000), the population has increased 
four folds but during this period the 

production of wheat, the major food crop, 
has increased only 2.9 fold. Pakistan 
Agricultural Research Council, however, 

claims that wheat production in the country 
has increased by 647 per cent (more than 6.4 

fold) during 1948 to 2006 whereas increase 
in the area was 210 per cent during this 
period. The country's consumption 

requirement, however, is approximately 21.3 
million tons per year. 

In Pakistan, agriculture production is 
dominated by crop production, which 
accounts for almost 61 per cent of 

agriculture’s GDP (at constant prices). 
Livestock accounts for almost 35 percent. In 

2000, Fisheries and forestry make up about 
four per cent of the GDP. There are four 
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major crops; wheat, rice, cotton and 
sugarcane. Among the minor crops the most 

important are; fruits and vegetables, 
followed by pulses and oilseeds. The main 

successes since the 1960s have been in the 
production of wheat, rice, cotton and poultry 
products. Although self-sufficiency has not 

yet been achieved in grain production, rice 
and cotton have contributed substantially to 

increased export earnings. 
 
Why Food Insecurity 

There are a 
number of 

factors which 
cause food 
insecurity: 

Poverty: 

Poor people 

lack access to 
sufficient 
resources to 

produce or buy quality food. Poor farmers 
may have very small farms, use less 

effective farming techniques, and/or be 
unable to afford fertilizers and labour-saving 
equipment, as of which limit food 

production. Often they cannot grow enough 
food for themselves and are even less able to 

generate income by selling excess to others. 
They may be forced onto less productive 
land which is prone to further environmental 

deterioration. Addressing poverty is 
important to ensure all people can afford 

sufficient food. 
Health: 

Without sufficient calories and nutrients, the 

body slows down making it difficult to 
undertake the work needed to produce food. 

Without good health, the body is less able to 
make use of the food that is available. A 
During the period of 1990-91 to 1999-2000, 

the major crops sub-sector witnessed a 
growth rate of only 2.87 per cent. The other 

sub-sectors such as minor crops and 
livestock did well in the 1990s but fisheries 

slowed down. Income from forestry is 
declining due to ban on harvesting enforced 

since 1997-98 for forestry protection. Wheat 
production fluctuated between 14.56 million 

tons in 1990-91 to 21.5 in 2005-06. 
In 2000, the imports represented 65 per cent 
of domestic consumption. Area under maize 

has doubled since 1948 but its yield has not 
shown any significant improvement due to 

lack of high yielding varieties and most of 
the crop in NWFP continues to be grown 
under rain-fed conditions.hungry mother 

gives birth to an underweight baby, who 
then faces a future of stunted growth, 

frequent illness, learning disabilities, and 
reduced resistance to disease. Contaminated 
water and food can causes illness, nutrient 

loss and often death in children. 
Water and environment: 

Food production requires massive amounts 
of water. It takes one cubic metre (1000 
litres) of water to produce one kilogram of 

wheat and 5,000 litres of water for one 
kilogram of rice. Producing sufficient food 

is directly related to having sufficient water. 
Increasing irrigation efficiency and limiting 
environment damage through salinization or 

reduced soil fertility is important for 
ongoing food availability. 

Population and urbanization: 

Population growth increases the demand for 
food. With most productive land already in 

use there is pressure for this land to become 
increasingly productive. Expanding cities 

spread out across productive land, reducing 
the agricultural production including food 
production. 

Trade: 

Many poor countries can produce staples 

more cheaply than rich nations but barriers 
to trade, such as distance from markets, 
quarantine regulations and tariffs make it 

difficult for them to compete in export 
markets against highly subsidized farmers in 

rich countries. 
Source: https://www.researchgate.net/ 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/
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Story of Successful Maize Grower 

 

Mr. Amir Khan S/o 
Muhammad Rafique 

Khan is a progressive 
farmer of Banja Tehsil 
and District Masehra. 

He grows different crops 
like maize, wheat etc. 

He shares his farming 
experience with ZTBL. 
He grows maize on 02 acre land. 

 
Achievements  

He produce 50per mound maize crop this 
year which is higher than the previous year 
production. He sold 100 mounds per acre 

green cobs in market at rate of Rs. 
800/mounds. 

 

Innovation  

It was really 

amazing for 
those farmers 

who were not 
able to get 
such higher 

yields with 
traditional  irrigation method. Mr. Amir 

Khan has successfully grown maize crop 
with drip irrigation. While explaining his 
story about innovations, he told that 

“Initially, it seemed difficult to shift from 
traditional farming to a new farming 

method. Actually, there was a complete shift 
in all agricultural operations for drip 
irrigation method.  

Suggestions to the Farmers 

 Intelligent decision of about 

selection of seed, fertilizer and 
pesticides which is the major factor 
on which health, quantity and quality 

of crop depends. 

 Need to identify appropriate 

technology, knowledge based 
farming and effective Seed 

Management, crop water 
requirement, Land preparation, 

Nutrition Management, Weed 
Management and Pest Management 

can 
produce 
healthy 

crop with 
high 

yield and 
quality. 
Under 

the specified natural conditions like 
climate, soil suitability and Pest 

problems best recommended 
agronomic practices, fertilizer & 
pesticides can enhance yield and 

quality of cotton crop. 

 He said for high yield farmers have 

to shift from traditional farming 
methods to new scientific 

technological methods. 
 
Agronomic Practices 

 

Geographical Location: Banja, Mansehra  

Total maize area 2 acres  

Soil Type: Deep Loam   

Water Source: Tube well & Canal  

Major Crop: Maize & Wheat  

Sowing Period: 15th May to 1st week of June 

Sowing Method: Drill Sowing  

Seed Rate  28000 - 30000 seeds  to 

produce 24000-28000 

Seed variety  Sarhad white and Sarhad  

yellow  

Total no. of Sprays of 

Pesticides:  

02 

Plant distance 60to 8 seed per meter 

Weeding Tarphali   

Fertilizer Used Urea, DAP, Nitrophos   

Fertilizer Quantity (Kg/acre)  Urea 02 bag, DAP 02 bags, 

Potash 01 bag 

Yield Per Acre (Mounds/ acre)  50Mounds/acre  

Total no. of Sprays of 

insecticides: 

Furadon or curator @8kg at  

time of sowing and second 

dose of karate @300ml or 

deltafas @ 600 ml after 20 

to 25 days of germination   
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Management Tips 

Prioritize Transparency at the Top 

Along with having a clear direction, 
management 

also needs to be 
open about its 
plans and 

challenges. If 
there are 

problems, let 
people know. Naturally, some degree of 
sensitivity will be necessary in certain 

situations. But, by and large, the operating 
philosophy should be to include the 

workforce in the inner workings of the 
company.  
Decide Whether All of Your Meetings Are 

Necessary 
Look at what worked 

and what didn’t work 
in 2019, and make 
appropriate changes. 

For example, weekly internal meetings used to 
be a must-have, but companies are noticing 

that they can be wasteful and often don’t result 
in actionable next steps. To keep meetings 
productive, ask “why” questions, and keep 

feedback constructive. It’s also important to 
prepare for meetings with guided discussion 

questions beforehand and to check on metrics 
and project progress. 
Boost Employee Morale 

Boosting employees’ confidence increases 
productivity and reduces turnover rates, but it 
also makes them happier. Encourage your 

team to think ahead and go that extra mile. 
Managing Your Remote Workers 

Successful remote managers establish a daily 
call with their remote employees.  This could 

take the form of a 
series of one-on-

one calls, if your 
employees work 

more 
independently 
from each other, 

or a team call, if 
their work is highly collaborative. The 

important feature is that the calls are regular 
and predictable, and that they are a forum in 
which employees know that they can consult 

with you, and that their concerns and 
questions will be heard. 

Focus on Outcomes, Not Activity 

It's not possible to manage every aspect of 
the work 

done by a 
remote 

team. For 
what it's 
worth, you shouldn't be trying to manage 

every aspect of any team's work, but 
especially when your team is distributed 

across different locations. Instead of 
focusing on activity or hours worked, focus 
on the outcomes and measure your team 

accordingly. 
Be Flexible 

Understand that, 
especially in the 
current 

environment, your 
team has a lot 

going on. That's 
not an excuse for 
not getting things 

done, but it is a reason to reconsider what 
productivity really means. Punching a clock 

for eight hours is out. Regular work hours 
are also probably out for many people. 
Instead, trust your team and give them the 

freedom and flexibility to get work done on 
the schedule that helps them be the most 

productive. That's good for your team in the 
long run anyway. 
Source: https://hbr.org/

https://trainingindustry.com/articles/professional-development/when-and-how-to-say-no-to-meetings/
https://trainingindustry.com/articles/professional-development/when-and-how-to-say-no-to-meetings/
https://hbr.org/
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AGRICULTURAL NEWS 
FAO Introduces Walk-in Tunnels for Off-

season Vegetable Production in Tribal 

Districts of 

KPK  
The Food and 
Agriculture 

Organization 
of the United 

Nations 
(FAO) has 
introduced tunnel- farming in the tribal 

districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with 
support from USAID as part of its efforts to 

promote effective-modern ways of 
agricultural production in the wide-range 
climate of the region. Seventy-five walk- in 

tunnels have been installed. 
Source : http://www.fao.org/ 

Farmers faced with Worst Plague in 

Recent History  

Farmers across Pakistan are suffering the 
worst plague of 

locusts in 
recent history, 
which has 

caused billions 
of dollars in 

damage and led 
to fears of long-term food shortages. 
Source:https://www.theguardian.com/ 

ECC Approves Multi-Billion Package to 

Boost Agriculture, Support Farmers 

The Economic Coordination Committee 
(ECC) on Wednesday approved a multi-

billion 
agriculture 

package to 
provide the 
farmers 

with 
subsidy on 

fertilizers, 
cotton seed 
and white 

fly pesticides; reduce bank markup on 
agricultural loans, besides giving sales tax 

subsidy on locally manufactured tractors. 
Source:https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/ 

Fruit Fly Attack on Water Melon Crop 

As the summer season intensifies, there is a 

high risk of 
fruit fly 

infestation 
on the 
melon crop. 

Farmers 
spray 

‘Trichlorfon’ immediately to prevent the 
infestation of fruit flies on the melon crop. 

After spray do not pick the melon fruit from 
the branches for 10 days. 
Source : http://www.fao.org/ 

Wheat Harvest Brings Relief to Farmers 

in Tribal Districts of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Amid the COVID-19 

Pandemic 

Farmers have started harvesting of wheat 
crop to ensure food availability during the 

COVID-19 outbreak. The Rabi crop that 
was sown before the onset of COVID-19 is 

providing much-needed relief to local 
farmers in North Waziristan, South 
Waziristan, Khyber, Orakzai, and Kurram 

districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
whose 

livelihoods 
have been 
severely 

disrupted due 
to the ongoing 

crisis. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) with support from 

UK’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) provided improved 

climate-resilient certified wheat seeds to 
8000 households to support the conservation 
of agriculture practices in the newly merged 

districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  
Source: http://www.fao.org/ 

http://www.fao.org/pakistan/news/detail-events/en/c/1273595/
http://www.fao.org/pakistan/news/detail-events/en/c/1273595/
http://www.fao.org/pakistan/news/detail-events/en/c/1273595/
http://www.fao.org/pakistan/news/detail-events/en/c/1273595/
http://www.fao.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/pakistan
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.fao.org/
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ZTBL NEWS 

ZTBL’s Employee Sana Mir, an 

Ambassador for the Sport, Announced 

retirement from Cricket 

Sana Mir is also Pakistan's third-highest run-

scorer in ODIs (1,630), and is among a 
select group of players to have the double of 
1000 runs and 100 wickets in ODIs. She has 

the rare achievement of having played 100 
T20Is. 

Her feats carried her to No.1 on the MRF 
Tyres ICC Women's ODI Rankings for 
bowlers back in October 2018. She can 

count the 2010 and 2014 Asian Games gold 
medals among her tally. 

Mir hasn't been in action since the T20I 
against Bangladesh in Lahore in October 
2019. The following month, she announced 

her decision to take an indefinite break from 
the sport as she evaluated her future. She 

was not named in the T20I squad for the 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup in Australia 

earlier this year. 
"Last few months have provided me with an 

opportunity to contemplate. I feel it is the 
right time for me to move on. I believe I 

have contributed to the best of my ability for 
my country and the sport," she said in a 
statement published by the Pakistan Cricket 

Board on Saturday, 25 April. 
"During my cricket journey, I have met and 

built strong friendships and bonding with 
some amazing cricketers in women’s 
cricket. Listening about their stories and 

philosophies have not only made me a 
tougher and stronger athlete but have also 

taught me great things about life, which are 
beyond yourself or the sport or winning and 
losing. 
https://www.icc-cricket.com/ 

Indicative Rates of Return on PLS & 

other Deposit for the Period of May-June 

2020 

Different List of Indicative rates of return on 
PLS and other deposit for the period of May 

to June is uploaded on the website of Zarai 
Taraqiati Bank Limited. These rates are on 
applicable to Islamic banking products and 

special deposit from corporate/ high deposit 
customers. 
https://www.ztbl.com.pk/ 

 

Schedule of Bank Charges Effective 01 

July, 2020 

Zarai Traqiati Bank Limited has uploaded 
detailed document of Schedule of Bank 
charges on ZTBL website, which will be 

effective from 01 July, 2020. 

https://www.icc-cricket.com/rankings/womens/player-rankings/odi/bowling
https://www.icc-cricket.com/rankings/womens/player-rankings/odi/bowling
https://www.icc-cricket.com/
https://www.ztbl.com.pk/

